
AP U.S. History 
Summer Reading Assignment

AP U.S. History is a long and reading-intensive course, and therefore it is necessary to get a head start on the material.

Consequently, your summer assignment is to read the first three chapters of America: The Last Best Hope, and answer 
the study guide questions below. The questions are not meant to be exhaustive of the chapters but to hit some key points.

Format: Your answers must be typed, but note that for this assignment you should single space answers, double-spacing 
only between numbered questions. Be concise.  Most questions can be answered in 1-3 sentences, but be sure you’re 
answering all aspects of the questions. Also, your answer must reflect the perspective of the book, rather than another 
source.

Due date:  August 17, 2016

Study Guide Questions

Chapter 1: Westward the Course
• Was Columbus a hero or villain?
• How did Columbus’ discoveries open the way for a “Triangle Trade”?
• What were the Spanish atrocities in the West Indies?

Chapter 2: A City Upon a Hill
• What is meant by America being a” City Upon a Hill” and is it relevant today?
• Who is at fault for King Philip’s War?
• What was the Great Awaking?
• Where was the first permanent English colony in North America? What became the key to it becoming a 

successful colony?
• What was the significance of the Mayflower Compact?
• Who founded the colony of Maryland, when was it founded and what was its purpose?
• What were some of the significant differences between the New England colonies and Virginia?

Chapter 3: The Greatest Revolution
• What is the relationship between Parliament and the Colonial legislatures?
• What was it about the Stamp Act that makes it so objectionable to the Colonists? What were some of the ways 

they responded?
• What was the significance of Lexington and Concord in April 1775?
• Was George Washington a great General?


