
Mr. Fagan’s Dual Credit/AP United States History: Summer Assignment 

 

https://garyfagan.wixsite.com/history 

The site has the book necessary to complete the assignments 

 

You are responsible for the 1st five chapters of your text: American Pageant 13th  

Edition which is available through the website posted above.  

Please complete the following objectives below for the first two chapters. You are to read  
and study Chapters 1-2 and answer the objectives for each specific chapter. Suggested paragraph·  
length is listed for each objective. A thoughtful paragraph should be at least 8 sentences and  
include specific historical detail and analysis. I have provided an example below for Chapter 1,  
Objective One (so you don't need to do that one) but should be the standard of quality for  
responses. For Chapters 3-5, please identify the key historical terms listed for each chapter. I have  
done the first one for you in Chapter Three as a model/example. Work must be typed using New  
Times Roman or Arial with a maximum of 12 point font. Summer assigned work for Chapters 1-5  
will be collected on the second day of school in August. An exam on your summer work will follow  
during the 2nd or 3rd week of school as well as a document based essay.  

Please feel free to contact me with any questions/concerns over the summer:  

Mr. Fagan at email: gfagan@johnpaul2chs.org 

Objectives: Chapters 1-5  

Chapter 1: New World Beginnings, (33,000 B.C.- A.D. 1769)  
1. Discuss the origins and development of the major Indian cultures of the Americas. (1 paragraph)  
2. Explain the changes and conflicts that occurred when the diverse worlds of Europe, Africa and 

the Americas collided after 1492. (2 paragraphs)  
3. Describe the Spanish conquest of Mexico and identify the major features of Spanish 

colonization and expansion in North America. (2 paragraphs)  
Chapter 2: The Planting of English America (1500-1733)  

4. State the factors that led England to begin colonization in the New World (1 paragraph)  

5. Describe the development of the Jamestown colony from its disastrous beginnings to its 

later prosperity (2 paragraphs).  
6. Describe the changes in the economy and labor system in Virginia and other southern colonies 

(1 paragraph).  
7. Indicate the similarities and differences among the southern colonies of Virginia, Maryland, 

North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia (2 paragraphs).  

Sample Objective: Chapter 1: New World Beginnings, (33,000 B.C.- A.D. 1769)  
1. Discuss the origins and development of the major Indian cultures of the Americas.  
Though much remains unknown, common historical theory discusses a Land Bridge that existed  
between 35 thousand to 10 thousand years ago. The Great Ice Age likely ended approximately 10,000  
years ago and with it the Land Bridge melted ending immigration for the foreseeable future. Historians  
now acknowledge and in fact celebrate the advanced tribes that emerged (disproving past European  
superiority myths) including the Incas in Peru, Mayans in Central America and the Aztecs in Mexico.  
Breakthroughs in Maize cultivation, commerce/trade, mathematics ... all helped lead to the Americas  
possessing some of the most advanced world cities of each perspective historical era as addressed in 
the  
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painting of the Mississippian culture "Cahokia" on the bottom of page 8. North American native  
civilizations seemed to have emerged later than groups like the powerful Aztec and Incan Civilizations.  
By about 1200 BC, com planting fueled the growth of the impressive Pueblo population in present day  
New Mexico and later the Mound Builders of the Ohio River Valley. Exact population numbers of 
North American native tribes are also debated though it does seem likely that most held a nomadic and  
hunter/gatherer type existence. Several groups like the Iroquois did have a matrilinear society that 
passed power and influence down the mother's side of the family. This was quite a contrast with the 
male dominated European world. Finally, the Iroquois Confederacy of the present day Northeastern 
United States had a centralized government with representative democracy type tendencies formed in 
large part by their 16th century leader Hiawatha. His efforts would later impact our founding fathers 
during the American Revolution.  

Chapter 3: Settling the Northern Colonies (1619-1700)  
Terms to historically identify: Calvinism, predestination, Puritans, Separatists,  
Mayflower Compact, Massachusetts Bay Colony, Great Migration, John Winthrop, Anne Hutchinson,  
Roger Williams, Fundamental Orders of Connecticut, Pequot War, King Philip's War, New England  
Confederation, Dominion of New England, salutary neglect, New Netherlands, patroonships, New 
York, Quakers, William Penn, Ben Franklin  

Chapter 4: American Life in the Seventeenth Century: 1607-1692  
Terms to historically identify: tobacco, indentured servants, headright system, William Berkeley,  
Bacon's Rebellion, Royal African Company, middle passage, Stono River, the New England family,  
Congregational Church, Half-Way Covenant, Salem Witch Trials, New England Conscience, 
Leisler's Rebellion  

Chapter 5: Colonial Society on the Eve of Revolution (1700-1755)  
Terms to historically identify: Germans, Scots-Irish, Paxton Boys, Michel de Crevecouer, New 
England and Southern social classes, colonial professions, triangular trade, Molasses Act, colonial 
transportation, "established" or tax supporter churches, Arminianism, the Great Awakening, Jonathan 
Edwards, George Whitefield, old lights vs. new lights, education, art and culture, Zenger Trial, colonial 
politics  

Sample historical identification:  
Calvinism: Who or what: A Protestant religious movement (inspired by Martin Luther's  

Protestant Reformation), Calvinists followed John Calvin and his text Institutes of the Christian 
Religion that taught of an all-powerful God and of sinful, weak and wicked humans.  

Where: Calvin started his teachings in Geneva, Switzerland yet his ideals spread across Western 

Europe and ultimately into America.  
    When: 1530's and beyond  

Historical Importance: Much of Calvin's ideals formed the foundations of Puritan society in the New 
England colonies of the early to mid-17th century (1600's).  

 


