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Students are to read the following: 
- Introduction, The Catholic Thing 
- Chapter 1, Amazed & Afraid: The Revelation of God Become Man 
- Chapter 3, That Which Nothing Greater Can Be Thought: The Ineffable Mystery of God 
- Chapter 10, World Without End: The Last Things 
 

Students will be given an in-class reading assessment based upon their comprehension of the selected readings.  
Students will not be allowed to utilize their texts when completing the in-class reading assessment.   
 

Students are to read with the intention of both remembering and comprehending the material within the reading 
assignment.  The reading assessment will be a combination of multiple-choice questions, short answers, and 
essays.   
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Particular focus should be given to the following topics: 
 

INTRODUCTION 
- importance of the Incarnation 
- Deus fit homo ut homo fieret Deus 
 

CHAPTER 1 
- the Incarnation as the “jest” of Christianity 
- Christianity is a relationship and not primarily a philosophy or system of ethics 
- why people were attracted to Jesus Christ & why people were upset with Jesus Christ 
- how Jesus differs from the Buddha, Mohammed, and Confucius 
- mysterium tremendum et fascinans 
- the four things Yahweh was expected to do 
- what it means for the Kingdom of God to be at hand 
- diabalein  vs.  the good shepherd 
- Jesus overturning the social conventions of his culture 
- twelve men as Jesus’ disciples 
- importance of the Temple in Jerusalem 
- Cardinal Francis George’s reflection on the successor of Peter 



 

 

CHAPTER 3 
- YHWH 
- Aquinas’ and Anselm’s philosophical approaches to God 
- muein 
- God as transcendent & immanent  
- Pope Benedict XVI’s argument for the existence of God 
- philosophy of deism 
- orthodox understanding of the Trinity and of Christ 
 

CHAPTER 10 
- a Christian’s response to the Marxist critique 
- Dante’s, Augustine’s, Milton’s and Barron’s images of hell [and heaven] 
- common attacks against the Catholic doctrine of Purgatory 
- Scientism and its limits 
- Gnostic and Manichean view of the devil 
- beatific vision 
- meaning of the rose window  


