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G. K. Chesterton, The Man Who Was Thursday 

 

 

Before you read G.K. Chesterton’s book, The Man Who Was Thursday: A Nightmare, watch the 

context video I will post for this assignment.  Then, as you read the book, you will write three short 

essays dealing with the beginning, middle, and end of the book, respectively.  Each essay is to be 

roughly one page in length, in 12 pt. Times New Roman font, double-spaced, with 1” margins all 

around, a .5” indent at the start of each paragraph, and no additional spaces between paragraphs. 

Standards of academic integrity at St. John Paul II Catholic High School apply to this assignment. 

 

Prompts for Your Three Essays: 

 

1. In the first chapter, Lucian Gregory and Gabriel Syme engage in an animated debate on 

the nature of poetry.  At bottom, their debate is not only about poetry but more 

importantly about competing views of the world.  In your essay, explain their respective 

viewpoints—their basic philosophies—using quotes and references from the text (citing 

them accurately from the edition assigned to you). 

2. At the beginning of the story, Syme says that he does not believe in anarchists, but after 

Gregory introduces him to a secret society, he comes to believe, once again, that they are 

real.  In the next chapters, Syme finds himself falling deeper and deeper into a hole he 

dug in a moment of imprudent frivolity with Gregory.  Syme had made a promise not to 

reveal to the police what he had learned from Gregory, and he was bound to maintain his 

promise as a point of honor.  Why was this promise so important to Syme?  To 

understand it, you have to pay attention to the real value Syme seeks to defend in the 

ordinary, in the plain, unassuming, working man of England.  Explain. 

3. At the end of the book, it is no longer possible to say exactly what is to be believed 

except that nothing of Syme’s original sense was right—except for his basic philosophy.  

Syme’s early acquaintance, Gregory, makes a final appearance.  What is the point of his 

appearance at the end of the book?  What is the main point of the whole misadventure—

the whole “nightmare” Syme had just experienced? 
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