
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

Summer   Reading   Assignment   2021   
Advanced   Placement   English   Language   and   Composition   

  
Your   assignment   is   to   read   Arthur   Miller’s    The   Crucible ,   a   play   about   the   Puritans   and   the   
Salem   witch   trials.    Please   secure   the   Penguin   edition   (   ISBN-10   :   9780142437339):   
https://www.amazon.com/Crucible-Play-Four-Acts/dp/0142437336/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1 
&keywords=The+crucible&qid=1621612779&sr=8-3   

  
  

Before   you   begin   reading,   you’ll   need   to   purchase   a   large   (200+   pages)   spiral   notebook   
which   we   will   use   all   year.     

  
Assignment:   

✔   I n   order   to   familiarize   yourself   with   the   Puritans   and   their   way   of   life,   read   the   article   
“Puritanism   and   its   Impact   upon   American   Values”   in   the    Review   of   European   Studies .   
Go   to    http://www.ccsenet.org/journal/index.php/res/article/view/4585/3924     to   find   
the   article,   or   you   can   find   it   by    Googling   the   title.    If   you   cannot   find   it,   e-mail   me   at   
rmcdonald@johnpaul2chs.org    and   I’ll   send   you   a   PDF   file.     

✔ As   you   read   the   article,   take   notes   (in   your   spiral)   on   the   information.   I   will   check   these   
notes   when   we   have   our   first   spiral   check   and   the   information   will   be   test   material.   

✔ Read   the   play.    As   you   read,    take   notes/highlight   to   help   you   keep   track   of   characters   
and   thematic   ideas.    Especially   note   significant   dialogue.    You’ll   need   to   be   thoroughly   
familiar   with   the   elements   of   the   play   in   order   to   do   well   on   the   test,   which   will   be   
sometime   during   the   first   two   weeks   of   school.   

✔ Answer   the   questions   below   in   well-crafted,   typed   paragraphs.    Use   appropriate   MLA   
format,   please.    These   questions   are   due   on   the   second   class   day,   so   be   prepared   to   turn   
them   in.     

  
  

ACT   I:   
1.   Miller   often   foreshadows   his   characterizations   with   a   descriptive   phrase   in   the   stage   

directions   before   a   character’s   first   entrance.    How   is   this   true   of   Act   I?    How   do   the   
dialogue   and   actions   of   the   characters   in   this   act   bear   out   Miller’s   suggestions?   

  
2. In   the   course   of   this   first   act   especially,   Miller   includes   a   number   of   commentaries,   or   

expository   asides,   in   addition   to   stage   directions   and   dialogue.    What   do   we   learn   from   
these   asides   and   why   do   you   think   Arthur   Miller   included   them?     

  

ACT   II:   
3.   The   scenes   in   this   act   are   calculated   to   produce   a   rising   curve   of   suspense   or   tension   

revolving   around   Elizabeth   Proctor’s   safety.   Trace   these   scenes   and   explain   how   they   
function   in   Act   II.   
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4. One   of   Miller’s   most   powerful   devices   in   the   play   is   his   use   of   irony.    Discuss   three   
instances   of   irony   in   Act   II   and   explain   their   overall   effect.   

  

ACT   III:   
5.   Compare   the   characters   of   Rev.   John   Hale   and   Rev.   Samuel   Parris   in   Act   III.    What   

conclusion   can   you   draw   about   each   man   based   on   their   differences?   
  

6. This   act   is   the   most   legalistic   in   the   play,   filled   with   claims   and   counterclaims.    Comment   
on   the    reasoning,   logic,   and   justice   in   Act   III.   

  

ACT   IV:   
7.   What   is   the   function   of   the   opening   scene   in   the   jail   between   Herrick,   Sarah   Good,   and   

Tituba?   
  

8. What   argument   does   John   Proctor   pose   to   Elizabeth   about   why   he   will   confess   and   then   
what   makes   him   change   his   mind   and   tear   up   the   confession?    What   is   the   effect   of   
Arthur   Miller’s   use   of   narrative   structure   in   this   scene?   

  
  

I   look   forward   to   meeting   you   all   in   August.    Please   be   sure   to   have   with   you   your   
spiral   and   your   book   on   day   one,   as   we   will   get   started   right   away.    If   you   have   any   
questions   this   summer,   feel   free   to   e-mail   me   at    rmcdonald@johnpaul2chs.org .   

  
  

Have   a   great   summer   and   happy   reading!   
  

Ms.   McDonald   
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