
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

AP   Literature   Summer   Reading   Assignment   2021   
  

Text:     
  

Beowulf,   translated   by   Seamus   Heaney,   available   at:   
  

https://www.amazon.com/Seamus-Heaney-Beowulf-Translation-Paperback/dp/B01FOD8 
KNQ/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=beowulf+heaney&qid=1620757582&s=books&sr= 
1-3   
  

1. Read   Beowulf.   You   can   annotate   as   you   read,   but   annotations   are   not   required.   
We   will   also   be   marking   the   text   together   in   class.   Then   complete   the   following   
assignments:   

  
2. In   order   to   help   you   think   deeply   about   the   text   and   analyze   it,   you   will   write   10   

questions   that   you   would   like   to   further   explore   using   the   text.   With   each  
question,   include   a   specific   (non-plagiarized,   summarized   or   paraphrased)   
scene,   event,   character,   etc.,   or   a   direct   quote   that   prompts   your   question   and   
cite   the   page   number(s).   Make   sure   that   your   ten   questions   span   the   whole   story,   
and   are   not   just   from   the   beginning   of   the   text.     

  
These   questions   should   not   be   simple,   factual   questions,   but   rather   show   deep   thought   
into   the   literary   themes   and/or   craft   of   the   writer.   Following   are   some   ideas   for   the   
subjects   of   your   questions;   here   is   a   handout   too   that   will   help   you   understand   these   4   
question   types   and   give   you   examples   of   each   type   of   question   as   well   
( https://docs.google.com/document/d/10Mw1PesDTMoZSURCH6XH0qJMxvRp03WUkT 
3SE4ckp-Q/edit?usp=sharing ):   
  

● Ask   an   open-ended   question   about   the   plot   or   characters,   one   that   does   not   have   
a   simple   or   single   right   answer   and   that   requires   proving   your   answer   

● Ask   about   how   and/or   why   any   literary   elements   are   used   (some   specific   
possibilities   are   included   below):   

○ Portrayal   of   characters   
○ Character   foils   
○ Allusions   
○ Symbols   and   motifs/recurring   details   
○ Imagery   
○ Foreshadowing   
○ Mood   
○ Tone   [attitude   of   the   narrator(s)]   
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○ Diction/syntax   and   how   both   are   used   to   create   distinctive   voices   for   the   
characters   

○ Structure   of   the   novel   
● Ask   a   question   which   connects   the   text   with   another   text   or   to   the   real   world   
● Ask   about   the   use   of   universal   themes/morals   or   thematic   ideas   

○ Here   is   a   document   you   can   view   to   help   you   with   universal   themes   -   
https://newscenter.sdsu.edu/education/projectcore/files/03252-6_Univers 
al_Themes.pdf   

  
3. Once   you   have   written   your   10   questions,   you   will   choose   5   of   your   10   questions   

to   answer.    Your   response   to   each   question   should   be   a   minimum   of   a   full   
paragraph   consisting   of   5   sentences,   and   must   include   a   direct   quote   from   the   
text   in   your   answer,   along   with   the   page   number   citation.    In   general,   your   
response   should   include:   

  
● Your   clear   statement   that   directly   answers   the   question   
● Specific   evidence   that   supports   your   answer   
● Your   commentary   that   explains   how/why   the   evidence   you   chose   proves   your   

answer   to   the   question   
○ Here   is   a   document   that   you   can   view   to   help   you   with   these   parts,   and   to   

see   examples   of   them   in   paragraph   form:     
  
  

Due   Date:   These   assignments   are   due   on   the   2nd   day   of   class;   we   will   use   them   that   
day   for   a   peer   review   session.   
  

If   you   have   any   questions   or   need   help   completing   this   assignment   over   the   summer,   
please   email   me   at    mazano@johnpaul2chs.org .   
  

-Mr.   Azano   
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