
 Advanced Placement English Language and Composition 
 Summer Reading Assignment 2022 

 Your summer reading assignment is to read a classic piece of American literature, Nathaniel 
 Hawthorne’s  The Scarlet Letter.  Please secure the  Ignatius Press edition. 

 Before you begin reading, you’ll need to purchase a large (200+ pages) spiral notebook which we 
 will use all year. 

 Assignment: 
 ✔  First, please watch this  introductory slide deck  , which includes background information and a 

 close-reading of Chapter I. 
 ✔  I  n order to further familiarize yourself with the  Puritans and their way of life, read the article 

 “Puritanism and its Impact upon American Values” in the  Review of European Studies  .  Go to 
 http://www.ccsenet.org/journal/index.php/res/article/view/4585/3924  to find the article, or you 
 can find it by  Googling the title.  If you cannot find it, e-mail me at  rmcdonald@johnpaul2chs.org 
 and I’ll send you a PDF file. 

 ✔  As you read the article and watch the video,  take notes (in your spiral) on the information. I will 
 check these notes when we have our first spiral check and the information will be test material. 

 ✔  Read the novel.  As you read,  take notes/highlight/annotate to help you keep track of character 
 development and thematic ideas (especially sin and guilt). 

 ✔  Finally, decide which five of the following questions you want to answer. (Questions are on the next 
 page.) You must  choose one question from each column  .  Respond in well-crafted, typed 
 paragraphs. By well-crafted, I mean that you should have a strong assertion/topic sentence that 
 echoes and answers the question and frames the response, textual evidence to support your 
 assertions, and strong commentary that connects your evidence to your assertions by explaining 
 how  the evidence proves the point you are trying to  make.  Use appropriate MLA formatting and be 
 prepared to turn the questions in on the second day of class. please. 

 Your goals, by the end of the book: 

 A.  Identify the sins of Hester, Dimmesdale, and Chillingworth and trace the 

 consequences of that sin on the person’s life and character. 

 B.  Compare the three scaffold scenes (chapter 2, 12, 23) and explain how they 

 function in the novel. 

 **Your margin notes should relate to these two objectives. 

https://www.amazon.com/Scarlet-Letter-Ignatius-Critical-Editions/dp/1586172816/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2KY5LY7L1O0DW&keywords=the+scarlet+letter+ignatius+press&qid=1651516011&sprefix=the+scarlet+letter+ignatius+press%2Caps%2C109&sr=8-1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12hxsFHMVgnawRf9CeSdd5pP21hnmAS3YyOo420l6UCY/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.ccsenet.org/journal/index.php/res/article/view/4585/3924%20%20
mailto:rmcdonald@johnpaul2chs.org


 Setting 
 Choose 1 

 Characters 
 Choose 1 

 Plot 
 Choose 1 

 Language 
 Choose 1 

 Connections 
 Choose 1 

 How important 
 is the place or 
 time to the 
 story? 

 Which 
 character is the 
 fairest and 
 which is the 
 bravest? 

 What are the 
 most important 
 events in the 
 story? 

 What images 
 did the writing 
 evoke and how 
 did the author 
 use language 
 to convey 
 those images? 

 How are the 
 characters, 
 setting, and 
 problems like 
 those in other 
 books you 
 have read? 

 In another time 
 or place, how 
 would the story 
 change? 

 What choices 
 did a character 
 have and how 
 did those 
 choices affect 
 the plot? 

 What events in 
 the story were 
 not actually 
 written, but you 
 understood 
 from between 
 the lines what 
 was 
 happening? 

 Where did the 
 author describe 
 something 
 particularly 
 well? 

 What surprised 
 you about this 
 book? 

 How does the 
 author control 
 the passage of 
 time? 

 Which 
 character 
 taught you the 
 most and what 
 did s/he teach 
 you? 

 What clues did 
 the author give 
 to allow the 
 reader to 
 predict the 
 ending? 

 How does the 
 beginning of 
 the book work 
 to frame the 
 story? 

 What are your 
 unanswered 
 questions 
 about the 
 book? 

 Please bring your book with you on the first day of school in August. Your typed and printed 
 responses will be due on the second class day. 

 Have a great summer and happy reading! 


