
 Theology IV Summer Reading Assignment, 2022 

 Text: C. S. Lewis,  The Screwtape Letters 

 Available at:  C. S. Lewis,  The Screwtape Letters  ,  (New York: HarperCollins Publishers, Inc., 2001). 

 Preface to the Assignment 

 This edition of C. S. Lewis’  The Screwtape Letters  includes an additional piece that did not 
 appear in the original edition, but which is customarily included in editions of this book today. 
 That work is called, “Screwtape Proposes a Toast,” and it was published in  The Saturday 
 Evening Post  toward the end of Lewis’ life.  Screwtape  is the same character in “Screwtape 
 Proposes a Toast,” but the nature of the piece is different from  The Screwtape Letters  .  I want 
 you to read the “Toast” as well as the Letters, because I think you will get a lot out of it.  Written 
 nearly sixty years ago, it is amazingly prescient, in my view.  (“Prescient” means “having insight 
 into the future, seeing how things will turn out, usually suggesting a long-range view.) 

 The Screwtape Letters  is a fictional work, written  from the perspective of a demon whose job it 
 is to oversee lower-ranking demons involved in the field work of tempting souls.  In this 
 scenario, each tempter is engaged with one “patient” (a human being) for the course of that 
 person’s life, and his job is to attempt to anticipate and thwart the work of God and his angels, 
 leading the person to damnation.  It’s important to understand that Screwtape’s view of things is 
 strictly diabolical: white is black, good is evil, up is down.  His view is utterly perverse and 
 disturbed. 

 Much of what distinguishes Christian belief as unique is reflected in this work, not because 
 Screwtape holds that view of things—he emphatically does not—but because his perspective is 
 what it is precisely because he rejects the Christian view of things.  Sometimes a look at the 
 negation of a proposition helps us to see the proposition itself in clearer relief.  That, I think, is 
 one of the great contributions of this work. 

 Screwtape is coaching a tempter in how to tempt a certain human being.  The demons, of course, 
 do not experience time the way we do, so Screwtape’s letters do not appear in any chronological 
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 order.  Nonetheless, we can make an educated guess as to the age of the “patient” when certain 
 events occur in the Letters. 

 We know the “patient” is male.  The demons speak of  The European War  , which probably refers 
 to the Second World War in the European Theater.  Lewis was writing  The Screwtape Letters 
 around the time that war began.  The “patient” was a young adult of fighting age when this war 
 broke out, and his life was full of ups and downs and twists and turns. 

 The Screwtape Letters  is a fascinating read on many  levels, and it will make a fine grounding for 
 a course in moral theology, in which our interior lives and our ultimate destiny are examined 
 together. 

 As you read this book, you will write three short works as directed (below).  Read these prompts 
 BEFORE you read the book, or read the book, then read the prompts, and then read the book 
 again.  I want you to read this book very attentively because it is one of the most insightful books 
 ever written on the spiritual war waged over human souls and how it intersects with our lived 
 experience.  The Screwtape Letters  is legitimately  a “great book,” and it will be read for 
 centuries to come. 

 FORMAT  : Each work you produce in response to the prompts  below is to be roughly one page in 
 length, in 12 pt. Times New Roman font, double-spaced, with 1” margins all around, a .5” indent 
 at the start of each paragraph, and no additional spaces between paragraphs. 

 Standards of academic integrity at St. John Paul II Catholic High School apply to this 
 assignment. 

 Prompts for Your Three Essays: 

 One of the really interesting insights in  The Screwtape  Letters  is the fact that what human beings 
 are inclined to think of as important usually has little significance in terms of eternity.  For us, 
 war is a terrible thing, for example, but all human beings die sooner or later, from one thing or 
 another.  The question isn’t whether we die or from what cause, or at what age, but in what state. 
 Do we die in God’s grace or not? 

 1.  Choose ONE letter  from  The Screwtape Letters  in which  you find am important insight 
 into your own life, and relate that insight to something in your own experience that 
 appears from your perspective as something of great importance but which, from the 
 perspective of eternity—whether you will go to heaven or to hell—is actually not very 
 important at all.  In this essay, explain where, IN THAT VERY WORRY, the real battle 



 lies?  Where is the fight for your soul happening in that concern?  What can you become 
 one way or another, and how might it happen, in the way you deal with that issue? 

 2.  On the basis of your first essay, write a diabolical letter, as if you were a demon like 
 Screwtape, coaching your tempter on how to use THAT VERY CONCERN to undermine 
 you and lead you to hell. 

 3.  On the basis of your first essay, try to write an ANGELIC letter—from the perspective of 
 a higher angel coaching your guardian angel to lead you to virtue and heaven in the midst 
 of THAT VERY CONCERN.  You can decide how much your angel knows about the 
 work of the tempter. 
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